Extraction of fully deployed coronary stents.
Coronary stents are often used because of their potential to improve the acute and long-term results of balloon angioplasty. The Palmaz-Schatz stent has been approved for use by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration largely because of a demonstrated reduction in the incidence of restenosis following its primary implantation. The Gianturco-Roubin design has been approved for use when balloon angioplasty results in threatened or acute vessel closure. In practice, both stent types are being used in settings when the results of balloon angioplasty are either potentially or actually unacceptable. In such circumstances it is imperative that stents be placed accurately and carefully. Occasionally, stent misplacement, embolization, or disruption can occur, and the need arises to recover and/or reposition the wayward prosthesis. This review describes the removal and recovery of fully deployed Gianturco-Roubin stents using an intracoronary snare technique.